2017 has been an exciting year for SoSyM, which has now passed its 16 th year of publication! We have continued to intensify our collaboration with the MODELS conference by presenting the annual SoSyM Awards at MODELS and strengthening the SoSyM "Journal-First" arrangement with MODELS. The first issue of this new year's volume summarizes the status of SoSyM in terms of recent statistics and milestone events over the past year. As an additional testament to the interest and growth in our field, recent full professorship positions have been offered in the area of software and systems modeling, which means the area has now advanced from a subdomain of software engineering, data modeling, formal methods, and related areas to its own sustainable research domain.
Summary statistics
The submission and publication statistics for 2017 demonstrates increasing interest in SoSyM and the topics covered by SoSyM as a venue for authors in the modeling community. RWTH Aachen University, Aachen, Germany lar Papers, 21 Special Section Papers, 1 Industry Voice, and 3 Overview papers. There has been an increase in the number of desk rejections (i.e., papers that never make it to reviewers), at almost 50% in 2017. Desk rejections are often due to a submission being out of scope, lacking depth, or missing an evaluation of the described work (suggestions for preparing a successful SoSyM submission are available in the Volume 15.4 Editorial, http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10270-016-0558-5, archived at http://www.sosym.org/editorials/). The acceptance rate for 2017 was 28. 5% (23.9% in 2016) , with an average time to final decision at 173 days (127 days in 2016).
Impact and Publication Summary:
The newest 2-year Impact Factor is 1.654-the highest ever for SoSyM! The Impact Factor has fluctuated recently, at 0.990 last year, and 1.408 two years prior. Also exciting is the 5-year impact factor, which rose to 1.869 (1.497 last year), and is another record for SoSyM. However, it is possible that the Impact Factor may continue to fluctuate (e.g., the four top papers that contributed to the most recent impact factor will not be counted next year). The importance of SoSyM as a top publication venue for the modeling community continued over the past year.
An interesting observation can be made regarding the success of Open Access (OA) papers (i.e., when authors pay a fee for their papers to be accessible for free as open downloads). Over the last year, 16 of the accepted papers were OA, but only one of those papers appeared in the 12 most-cited papers of the year.
The number of paper downloads provided from the Springer SoSyM website represent the activity from the previous year (e.g., the 2017 year-end numbers are complete through 2016). The number of paper downloads reported for 2016 were significantly higher than past years, almost double the previous year's count (86,502 in the most recent year, compared to 42,346 downloads the previous year). Readership interest, as evidenced by the number of downloads, increased dramatically over the past year, a healthy sign that SoSyM remains a vibrant option for future authors who would like visibility of their scientific contributions.
Because of the increased impact factor and readership interest, we anticipate a possible upward spike in the num-ber of future submissions. This may create additional review requests among editors and reviewers, with the need for an even deeper consideration of desk rejections for papers that are out of scope or have low likelihood for eventual acceptance. The Editors-in-Chief will be conducting a survey of Editors to refresh the expertise data and solicit comments on the overall editorial review process.
Across the four issues of 2017, SoSyM published 47 total papers, not including editorials. Springer has again increased the number of pages per year and published more than officially announced. A summary of the publication statistics from 2017 and the past 15 years is provided in the following 
SoSyM's journal-first papers presented at MODELS 2017
For a third year, SoSyM collaborated with the MODELS conference organization in sponsoring the SoSyM "JournalFirst" opportunity, which enables authors of recent SoSyM papers to present their work across the core conference sessions at MODELS. Through this collaboration, SoSyM authors have the opportunity to reach a broader audience to present their work, and the MODELS program is complemented by research talks that in their papers explore more depth and analytical and empirical evidence than can be presented in a traditional conference submission. The MODELS 2017 program featured six articles published during the previous year (from July 2016 through June 2017). The SoSyM Journal-First papers presented at MODELS 2017 were the following:
• 
